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Scope  of  Work 

1.  We  furnish  plans  and  specifications  for  Cottages,  Farm 
Dwellings,  Suburban  Homes,  Grain, Stock  and  Dairy  Barns, 
Tobacco  Barns, Covered  Barn  Yai'ds,  Public  Auditoriums, 
Skating  Rinks,  Ect. 

t.  We  furnish  detail  drawings  of  both  interior  and  exter- 
ior work,  Perspective  views  of  front  and  sides  of  buildings, 
Foundation  and  Roof  Outlines,  Ect. 

8.  We  furnish  Bills  of  Materials  for  any  frame  building 
whatsoever.- 

4.  We  furnish  Working  Models  of  the  Shawver  Plank 
Frame  Barn,  which  has  revolutionized  barn  building  and 
saved  farmers  many  thousands  of  dollars. 

5.  We  superintend  work  in  any  State  in  the  Union  at 
reasonable  prices. 

tf.  We  own  our  own  blue  printing  outfit  and  can  get  out 
prints  on  short  notice 

Address  all  correspondence  to 

JOHN  E.  SHAWVFR  General  Manager. 

BEEEEFONTAINE,  OHIO. 
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hundreds  of  letters  that 


come 


to 


us  each  year,  asking  for  information 
in  regard  to  the  Plank  Frames,  have  made 
it  necessary  to  resort  to  this  means  of  ans- 
wering the  numerous  inquiries.  These  let- 
ters come  from  all  the  States  and  Provinces, 
from  Nova  Scotia  to  Hawaii,  and  from  Al- 
berta to  Mexico,  as  well  as  from  European 
Countries.  They  have  led  to  the  introduct- 
ion of  this  systern  of  building  into  many 
communities,  but  the  vast  number  of  car- 
penters, as  well  as  farmers,  have  yet  to  learn 
of  the  advantages  the  system  offers. 

Where  one  barn  is  thus  built  it  leads  to 
the  building  of  others;  for  a man  needs  only 
to  see  a barn,  or  even  a model,  and  he  un- 
derstands at  once  that  it  possesses  strength 
and  durability  as  well  as  cheapness. 

The  system  has  been  endorsed  by  several 
of  the  Agricultural  Colleges  and  Experiment 
Stations,  and  by  numerous  Mechanical  En- 
gineers in  this  and  other  States.  The 
government  of  Sweden  ordered  a complete 
model  to  be  placed  on  exhibition  in  the 
Acadcemy  of  Science  and  Agricultural  at 
Stockholm,  Sweden.  The  agricultural 
press  has  done  much  toward  introduc- 
ing its  merits  to  the  public  by  illustrated 
articles,  and  in  this  wa}r  has  benefited  the 
farmers  to  the  extent  of  many  thousands  of 
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dollars.  We  are  especially  indebted  to  the 
Rural  New  Yorker,  Ohio  Farmer,  Michigan 
Farmer,  National  Stockman,  Farm  Journal, 
and  Farm  and  Fireside,  as  well  as  to  Car- 
pentry and  Building,  for  the  repeated  kind- 
ness of  the  editors  in  bringing  our  system 
of  building  to  the  attention  of  their  readers. 
While  they  have  thus  assisted  us  in  getting 
our  work  before  the  public  they  have  bene- 
iitted  their  readers  a thousand  fold  more  by 
enabling  them  to  learn  how  to  secure  good 
barns  at  the  lowest  possible  cost.  The  man 
who  builds  an  average  barn,  say  40x60,  will 
save  about  $B00  in  timber,  labor,  and  wages 
Our  system  has,  therefore,  saved'  the  people 
who  have  built  the  ten  thousand  barns  by 
our  method  during  the  past  t went 5'  years 
three  millions  of  dollars.  But  the  good  work 
is  growing  with  each  succeeding  year.  Our 
very  small  profits  do  not  permit  us  to  adver- 
tise very  extensively,  but  we  find  our  mod- 
est little  advertisement  of  two  or  three  lines 
placed  in  a list  of  twenty  carefully  selected 
Farm  Papers  gets  into  the  homes  of  maigv 
people  who  are  needing  barns.  These  peo- 
ple can  not  by  any  other  method  get  so 
strong  or  satisfactory  a barn  as  they  can  by 
using  our  system  of  framing. 

Carpenters  sometimes  object  to  the  system 
on  the  principle  of  self-protection,  thinking 
that  if  it  requires  so  much  less  time  to  con- 
truct  the  frame,  that  the  introduction  of 
the  system  means  decreasing  income  to 
them.  But  the  opposite  is  really  true,  for 
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when  the  farmers  learn  that  they  can  build 
their  long-needed  barns  for  several  hundred 
dollars  less  cash  than  has  previously  been 
considered  possible,  many  will  build  who 
might  otherwise  never  do  so 

No  one  who  ever  studied  geometry  can 
fail  to  see  that  by  making  use  of  the  geo- 
metrical triangle  as  we  do  throughout  the 
entire  construction  we  get  the  benefit  of  the 
strength  afforded  by  this,  the  strongest  of 
all  figures. 

Many  others  have  attempted  to  pattern 
after  our  system  by  more  or  less  infringe- 
ment, but  except  where  they  have  infringed 
completely,  they  have,  failed  to  get  durable 
structures.  One  of  our  competitors  intro- 
duces the  polygon  figure  as  the  basis  of  his 
structure,  and  he  makes  vast  claims  for  his 
discovery.  We  have  no  criticism,  however, 
to  offer  here  on  any  of  these  systems.  We 
permit  those  who  desire  to  build  to  investi- 
gate and  arrive  at  their  own  conclusions. 

This  much  may  be  said  in  this  connection 
that  we  have  yet  to  find  any  one  who  lias 
ever  built  one  barn  strictly  after  our  system 
but  what  was  greatly  pleased  with  his  build- 
ing and  will  say  that  if  he  had  other  barns 
to  build  they  would  all  be  built  on  the 
same  general  principles.  In  some  cases  we 
have  built  several  barns  for  the  same  cus- 
tomers. 


The  Advantages 


1.  A saving  of  40  to  60  per  cent,  in  the  timber 
required  for  the  frame  work. 

2.  A saving  of  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  the 
labor  in  the  task  of  framing. 

8.  A saving  in  handling  and  hauling  of  so  much 
heavy  timber. 

4.  A saving  in  the  cost  of  boarding  the  hands. 

o.  The  use  of  timber  that  could  not  be  used  for 
an  old  style  frame. 

6.  Practially  no  waste  of  timber  even  though 
some  may  be  spliced  and  some  cut  shorter. 

7.  A truss  supporting  roof  which  eliminates  the 
timbers  in  the  interior  part  of  the  building,  which 
so  frequently  interfere  with  the  use  of  horse  forks 
or  grain  slings,  and  which  are  always  in  the  way 
when  threshing  in  the  barn. 

8.  Greater  strength  in  proportion  to  the  timbers 
used,  possible  only  because  of  combining  the  tim- 
bers used,  forming  triangels,  and  the  use  of  long 
braces  wherever  possible. 

9.  No  mortises  in  which  moisture  can  accumu- 
late to  rot  off  the  tenons. 

10.  Fewer  hands  required  to  raise  the  barn, 
hence  less  expense  on  raising  day. 

11.  The  ease  with  which  additions  to  the  barn 
may  afterwards  be  attached. 

12.  A more  desirable  barn  at  much  less  cost. 

\\  ith  no  idea  of  the  demand  that  has  followed, 
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men 


built  in  1900 
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vve  began  years  ago  to  draw  drafts  for  those  who. 
occasionally  requested  information  in  regard  to 
this  system  of  framing.  ' Later,  w,e  conceived  the 
idea  that  a working  model  could  be  made  as  easily 
as  a set  of  drafts,  and  at  the  same  time  be  much 
more  satisfactory  to  the  average  barn  builder  who 
is  unaccustomed  to  working  after  drafts.  We  next 
reduced  the  price  of  Working  Models  and  Bills  of 
Material  from  $12.00  to  $7.00,  thus  making  the 
price  only  barely  sufficient  to  allow  fair  compensa-' 
tion  for  the  time  required  in  doing  the  work. 
While  the  cost  of  the  model  and  bill  of  materials  is 
thus  very  small,  it  usually  means  to  the  farmer  a 
saving  in  timber,  wages,  boarding,  etc.,  about  $300 
on  an  average  barn  40x60,  and  on  other  barns, 
larger  or  smaller,  greater  or  smaller  savings  in  pro- 
portion. 

The  “Working  Models”  consist  of  an  end  bent 
and  one  interior  bent  with  side  timbers,  sills,  nail- 
ers, plates,  purlins,  braces,  etc.,  with  sections  of 
basement,  if  a basement  barn.  Built  on  a scale  of 
one-lialf  inch  to  the  foot. 

Additional  bents  may  be  ordered  if  desired,  but 
we  can  usually  show  every  principle  very  clearly. 

The  “Bill  of  Materials”  includes  the  various 
pieces  required  for  each  bent,  named  in  groups, 
with  size  and  length  of  each,  flooring,  siding,  roof- 
ing, hardware,  etc. 

The  “Bill  of  Materials”  is  so  arranged  as  to  assist 
the  carpenter  when  putting  the  frame  together.  _ 
With  a little  care  and  judgment  there  is  no  danger 
of  any  mistake  occurring. 

The  model  is  carefully  boxed  to  go  by  express  or 
freight  at  option  of  one  ordering.  We  usually  send 
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Third  Floor  He  I le  y Bros'  Da.)  ry  Barn  dl>x/W 


Third  Floor  and  Side  View  of  Dairy 
Barn  of  Kelly  Bros. 


by  express,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  as  the 
charges  are  not  great. 

In  ordering,  send  sketch  of  plans  for  both  base- 
ment and  superstructure;  give  dimensions  desired, 
style  of  roof  preferre  1,  etc.  Also  mention  whether 
you  desire  solid  timbers  or  Plank  for  the  basement. 

While  we  have  built  a number  of  plank  base- 
ments, which  are  apparently  giving  the  best  of 
satisfaction,  they  have  not  yet  been  tested  long 
enough  for  us  to  recommend  them  in  preference  to 
one  of  solid  timber.  But  for  the  superstructure 
the  plank  frame  is  far  superior  to  the  old  style. 

In  the  basement  we  are  required  to  use  sufficient 
timber  to  support  all  the  weight  placed  on  the 
floor  above  so  we  can  not  save  over  about  ten  per 
cent,  in  the  timber.  In  labor,  however,  we  can 
save  decidedly  in  the  plank  basement  over  the  mor- 
tise; and  tenon  frame,  and  where  our  system  is  fol- 
lowed out  to  the  letter  we  consider  the  plank  base- 
ment fully  as  strong  and  durable  as  any  mortise 
and  tenon  frame  could  possibly  be.  Our  patrons 
who  have  built  plank  basements  have  been  highly 
pleased  with  them  and  say  they  would  not  think  of 
building  the  old  way  as  it  would  require  from  two 
to  four  times  as  long  to  do  the  work. 

We  have  given  personal  supervision  to  the  fram- 
ing and  raising  of  a number  of  barns  in  this  and 
other  states  when  so  requested,  and  we  shall  prob- 
ably continue  to  do  so  to  some  extent  when  so  de- 
sired, if  dates  can  be  arranged  for  mutual  accomo- 
dations. 

Our  foremen  are  experienced  carpenters,.'  who 
know  how  to  use  our  system,  who  know  what  to  do 
and  how  to  do  it,  who  are  accustomed  to  directing 
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men,  who  are  patient  with  those  working  under 
them  so  long  as  they  manifest  a wish  to  do  a prop- 
er amount  of  work  and  do  it  in  the  proper  manner; 
but  they  fully  recognize  the  fact  that  the  time  of 
all  the  hands  has  been  purchased  by  the  farmer  to 
be  paid  for  out  of  hard  earned  dollars,  and  no 
shirking  will  be  tolerated  and  no  blundering  work 
permitted.  To  this  end  we  insist  that  every  work- 
man employed  on  a given  building  be  placed  un- 
der the  direction  of  our  Foreman,  if  one  is  employ- 
ed. Any  ordinary  carpenter,  however,  will  be  able 
to  follow  a working  model  without  trouble. 

We  also  make  "Complete  Models"  for  use  in  the 
class  rooms  of  agricultural  colleges.  These  are 
made  on  a scale  of  to  12,  and  show  every  part  of 
the  complete  barn  in  detail.  They  are  practical 
object  lessons  of  great  value  to  the  student,  and 
are  drawing  cards  for  any  college  or  museum. 


The  Plank  Frame  Bam 

New  System  ot  Bam  Building 

Strength,  Storage  Room  and  Cheapness 

(Clippe  1 from  Rural  New  Yorker  of  Feb.  22.) 

STRONGEST  FRAME.— We  built  a large  base- 
ment barn  with  plank  frame  in  1898.  We  find  the 
barn  stronger  than  the  old-fashioned  timber  frames; 
it  stands  more  storms  and  strong  winds  than  any  of 
the  heavy  timber  frames.  Why?  Because  every 
piece  of  timber  is  spiked  together;  and  this  can  not 
be  with  a mortise  and  tenon  frame,  as  tenons  wilj 
shrink,  making  a loose  joint  at  every  connection 
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General  Purpose  Barn,  40x120, 

The  Paulist  Fathers,  “Hundred Oaks’ ’Tenn. 


of  timbers.  This  spike-frame  can  be  made  from 
small  timber,  the  old  style  frame  must  have  much 
heavy  timber,  the  former  saving  quite  an  amount 
of  lumber.  The  same  number  of  carpenters  will 
raise  a spike-frame  it  one-fourth  of  the  time  it  will 
take  to  raise  a mortise  and  tenon  frame.  The  Shaw- 
ver  frame  is  the  strongest  and  cheapest  frame  in 
the  world  for  a barn, — H.  D.  Rinehart,  M.  D.,Ohio 

EASY  TO  BUILD— In  1900  I had  a plank  frame 
basement  barn  built.  The  size  is  40x60  feet;  base- 
ment eight  feet  high,  and  full  size  of  barn;  21-inch 
rock  wall;  the  superstructure  20  feet  high,  with  roof 
half  pitch.  The  barn  has  not  been  affected  by  our 
strong  Winter  winds,  nor  by  the  severe  storms  we 
had  last  summer,  which  demolished  other  barns, 
windmills  and  fences  about  here.  In  fact,  it  is  as 
good  as  new.  Strong?  Why,  I think  it  is  stronger, 
and  if  a piece  should  give  way  or  decay  it  can  be  re" 
placed  easier  and  quicker.  Cost  is  at  least  20  per 
cent  cheaper  than  putting  in  solid  timbers.  The  car- 
penter had  five  men  to  help  him  to  raise  the  barn, 
although  he  had  built  but  one  before  like  it.  These 
six  men  finished  the  barn,  doors,  shingles,  hay  car- 
riers, etc.,  in  two  weeks. 

— Chas.  A.  Warner,  M.  D.,  Ohio 

COMPARED  TO  OLD  STYLES.— We  have 
barns  built  with  the  plank  frame,  also  the  heavy 
timber  frame.  The  mere  fact  that  a frame  contains 
large  and  heav}^  timbers  is  no  guarantee  of  its 
strength  or  durability.  The  strength  of  a barn  de- 
pends almost  entirely  upon  its  method  of  bracing, 
and  not  upon  the  great  dimensions  of  its  timber, 
A timber  frame  is  cut  to  tenons  and  then  pinned 
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together, ancl  while  a barn  frame  may  be  of  very  hea- 
vy timber  its  real  sti  engtli  is  only  in  the  strength 
of  the  pins  and  tenons.  In  timber  frames  the  heavy 
timber  causes  confidence  in  its  strength  by  its  mas- 
sive appearance,  and  as  a general  rule  the  builders 
do  not  use  sufficient  bracing,  and  this  weakens  a 
frame  that  otherwise  would  contain  something  near 
the  strength  it  shows.  In  plank  frames  the  other 
extreme  is  reached.  The  frame  looks  light  and 
weak,  and  the  builder  places  braces  and  cross 
peices  to  support  and  strengthen  every  conceivable 
weak  point;  in  fact,  the  frame  at  last  looks  like 
nothing  less  than  a mass  of  braces,  and  when  it  is 
completed  it  is  so  braced  that  no  wind  or  other 
pressure  can  come  against  it  from  any  direction  but 
it  finds  a brace  ready  to  withstand  its  pressure. 
This  poimt  is  usually  overlooked  in  the  arguments 
for  and  against  the  plank  frame.  We  consider  the 
plank  frame  the  cheaper  and  better. 

— Aaron  Jones,  Jr.,  Ind. 
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Canadian  Stock  Barn,  60x96, 
William  Scott,  Proprietor 

SHAWVER  BROTHERS,  Architects  and 
Builders,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 


My  barn  is  a great  curiosity  to  the  people  here, 
and  I am  greatly  pleased  with  it.  A neighbor  who 
built  the  old  way  said,  when  he  saw  mine,  that  he 
would  give  a hundred  dollars  if  his  were  like  mine. 
The  slaters  said  my  roof  was  the  most  rigid  of  an)’ 
they  had  ever  slated. 

THOS.  LOVE,  Pennsylvania 
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Ohio  Plank  Frame  Barn  and  Covered  Barn  Yard,  80x100,  A.  R.  Morse,  Owner.  (Shawver  System) 
Tell  us  where  the  weak  points  are  and  we  will  put  in  another  brace  or  two. 


Examples  of  Work 

Ohio  barn.  36x48,  We  began  with  two  carpen- 
ters Tuesday  noon  and  raised  the  barn  Thursday 
afternoon. 

Michigan  barn,  36x54,  with  basement:  began 

with  three  carpenters  Tuesday  morning  and  raised 
Thursday  afternoon. 

Ohio  liarn,  40x72.  Began  Wednesday  noon  with 
three  carpenters  and  raised  Saturday, 

New  York  barn,  36x100  with  basement;  began 
Monday  with  four  carpenters,  and  raised  basement 
and  superstructure  complete  Friday. 

Ohio  barn,  40x80  with  basement.  Began  Wed- 
nesday morning  with  three  carpenters,  and  raised 
Saturday. 

Ohio  barn,  40x60.  Began  Monday  with  four 
carpenters  and  raised  Wednesday  forenoon  in  two 
hours  and  fifteen  minutes. 

Michigan  barn, 36x164.  Began  Wednesday  with 
six  carpenters  and  raised  Saturday,  fifteen  bents, 
in  two  hours  and  forty  minutes. 

Ohio  barn, '40x77,  Began  Wednesday  with  four 
carpenters  and  raised  Friday  afternoon. 

Ohio  barn,  50x100  with  basement  and  gambrel 
roof.  Began  Thursday  with  six  carpenters  and 
raised  Wednesday  with  one  day’s  delay. 

Pennsylvania  barn,  40x00  with  basement.  Four 
carpenters  two  and  one-half  days. 

Indiana  barn,  40x80.  Four  carpenters  three  days. 

Kentucky  barn,  40x80  with  basement.  Four 
carpenters  four  days. 

Illinois  barn,  40x80  with  basement.  Four  car- 
penters four  and  one-half  days. 
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Price  List 

Working  Models,  carefully  boxed  ...... 

Bills  of  Material,  by  mail 

Model  and  Bill  of  Materials 

Section  of  Basement 

Additional  Bents,  each 

Plans  for  Barns,  each 

Side  Elevation 

Four  Elevations 

Specifications  for  Contractors 

Directions  free  with  each  Model 


$5.00 

2.00 

7.00 

2.00 
2.00 
2.00 

5.00 
15.00 

8.00 


Do  not  ask  us  to  send  C.  O.  D.,  for  we  are  com- 
pelled to  fill  cash  orders  first.  Those  who  send 
their  cash  expect  their  goods  with  as  little  delay  as 
possible. 


In  ordering  any  kind  of  work  please  be  explicit 
as  possible  in  stating  what  you  \yant.  Tell  us  if  it 
is  to  be  a Basement  barn  or  what  some  call  Yankee 
barn  or  a Flat  barn.  Tell  how  you  want  stables  ar- 
ranged and  if  possible  send  a small  sketch  of  the 
arrangement.  Write  your  name  and  address  plainly 
on  each  letter  or  package.  Arrange,  if  possible, 
for  the  spans  of  the  basement  to  be  8,  10,  12.  or  14 
feet.  Arrange  for  the  spans  of  the  superstructure 
to  be  12,  14,  or  16  feet.  If  made  more  than  18  feet 
we  must  use  another  bent.  If  Horizontal  siding  is 
desired,  say  so;  otherwise  we  always  bill  for  Vertical 
siding  as  it  is  more  commonly  used  and  no  staging 
is  required  in  placing  it  on.  If  Curb  roof  is  wanted 
say  so;  otherwise  we  bill  for  Gable  roof.  If  Slate 
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roof  is  desired,  say  so;  otherwise  we  bill  for  Shing- 
les. A Massachusetts  man  recently  returned  his 
“Bill*’  saying  he  wanted  a Curb  roof.  We  read  his 
letter  over  carefully  again  but  could  not  find  a word 
about  roof.  Bill  and  Model  were  both  made  for 
gable  roof.  Whose  fault  was  it? 


T esiimonials 

(From  Southern  Review  of  Commerce.) 

After  a thorough  investigation  of  all  the  improved 
methods  of  framing  barns  we  are  pleased  to  give  our  un- 
qualified indorsement  to  the  Shawver  Plank  Frame,  design- 
ed by  John  1_.  Shawver.  of  Bellefontaine,  Ohio,  as  being  the 
best  and  most  reliable  and  advanced’  improvement  in  the 
matter  of  barn  bui (ding  of  anything  we  have  been  able  to 
find. 

Mr.  John  L,.  Shawver,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: — You  requested  me  when  you  sent  Model  and 
Bill  of  Materials  for  my  barn  last  Spring  that  I report  when 
barn  was  completed  1113'  opinion  of  same.  Although  myself 
and  helper  are  only  “Jacks  of  all  trades, "we  had  no  trouble 
in  framing,  raising,  and  completing  a job  that  is  said  to  be 
No.  1 by  all  who  have  seen  it. 

I believe  the  frame  to  be  much  stronger  than  the  square 
timber  frame.  When  ready  for  the  siding  it  was  unshake- 
able  and  much  less  liable  to  sag  at  any  point.  Would  build 
no  other  style. 

C.  E.  BROWN,  Ohio. 

John  L,.  Shawver,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

My  Dear  Sir: — You  may  not  care  to  be  annoyed  with  cor- 
respondence, yet  fearing  you  may  think  I have  the  handiest 
stock  barn  in  Michigan  and  have  forgotten  all  about  those 
who  helped  me  to  build  it,  I beg  permission  to  say  I often 
think  of  my  trip  down  to  Ohio  to  see  you. 

I am  now  getting  out  material  to  build  another  barn 
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and  I shall  use  the  Shawver  System  of  framing 

Yours  Respeetfull v, 

JOHN  CHAMBERUN,  Michigan. 

Mr.  Shawver. 

Dear  Sir: — I should  have  written  von  before  this  time 
but  have  been  waiting  to  see  how  my  barn  would  stand.  I 
had  no  trouble  in  understanding  the  draughts  you  sent  My. 
self  and  son  got  frame  ready  to  raise  in  five  and  one-half 
days  and  raised  it  in  three  hours  with  the  help  of  a few 
neighbors. 

I have  had  the  barn  filled  to  the  top  with  grain,  thresh- 
ed that  out  and  have  now  filled  it  again  with  corn  stalks 
and  no  part  has  shown  any  signs  of  giving  away.  I like  it 
splendidly  and  think  it  a very  strong  frame  and  so  does 
every  one  that  has  seen  it.  I remain  yours  respeetfull}', 

A DUX  CRAWFORD,  Ontario,  Canada. 

Mr.  John  Iv.  Shawver. 

My  Dear  .Sir  and  Friend: — The  barn  that  your  foreman, 
Mr  A.  Iy.  Williams,  built  for  me  ten  years  ago  is  a dandy. 
It  stands  as  square  as  a box  and  it  has  been  filled  with  grain 
and  hay  ten  times.  I can  recommend  the  Shawver  Plank 
Barn  Frame  with  both  hands  up,  for  it  is  a sure  winner  and 
all  O K.  Yours  very  truly, 

G.  B.  Phillips,  Ohio 

Mr.  John  Iv.  Shawver,  Bellefontaine,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir: — We  are  pleased  with  our  new  barn.  We  found 
that  by  building  on  your  plan  we  not  only  made  a great  sav- 
ing in  material  and  work  but  we  regard  it  as  the  strongest, 
best  frame  now  in  use.  I do  not  hesitate  to  recommend  it, 
and  were  I to  build  a dozen  barns  I would  not  build  one  the 
old  style  frames.  Yours  as  ever, 

CHRIST  F.  MIIJvER,  Indiana. 

Mr  A.  Iv.  Williams. 

Dear  Sir: — The  barn  is  completed  except  painting.  Mr. 
Stauffer  finished  it  after  you  left.  The  convenience  of  such 
a frame  is  all  that  could  be  desired,  and  as  for  solidity  of 
frame  I can  not  see  wherein  it  could  be  excelled  by  the  old 
style  frames.  Mr.  Stauffer  is  an  old  barn  builder  and  he  de- 
cided that  it  is  the  best  barn  in  the  country  hereabouts  We 
have  filled  it  with  hay  and  wheat  and  the  hay  fork  works 
admirably. 
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The  young  folks  had  their  party  in  the  barn  before  we 
filled  it  to  settle  the  foundations  and  it  was  attended  by  all 
the  country  round  about. 

We  all  join  in  wishing  you  abundant  success  in  your 
work.  Very  truly, 

C.  B.  MAY,  Ohio 


A.  L,.  Williams. 

Dear  Sir:— The  SHAWVER  PEAN  is  all  right— a great 
saving  in  time  of  building.  Yours  truly, 

MATCOIyM  CROCKETT,  Ohio. 

Mr.  John  E Shawver. 

Dear  Sir:  According  to  yonr  request  in  printed  Instruc- 

tions, write  to  express  to  you  my  great  satisfaction  with  my 
barn.  To  say  that  I am  pleased  with  it,  only  partially  ex- 
presses my  satisfaction.  To  have  no  posts  or  beams  in  the 
way  is  a great  point  with  me.  Yours, 

O.  P.  REEDER,  Pennsylvania. 

Mr.  John  E.  Shawver 

Dear  Sir:  My  basement  barn,  40x82  with  addition  40x30 

and  canopy  10x112,  built  by  you  has  had  150  tons  of  hay  and 
grain  in  it  and  shows  no  signs  of  giving  or  bulging.  Mr. 
Post,  who  threshed  825  bushels  wheat  and  540  bushels  oats 
for  me,  said  my  barn  showed  tiie  least  jar  or  vibration  un- 
der the  motion  of  his  heavy  separator  of  any  barn  he  th 1 esh- 
ed  in.  The  main  barn,  40x82,  took  Mr.  Shawver,  three  car- 
penters, and  two  laborers  less  than  three  days  to  frame  and 
it  was  raised  with  the  aid  of  twenty  neighbors  in  just  two 
and  one  half  hours.  I estimated  that  I saved  in  timber  and 
cost  of  framing  at  least  $400  by  using  your  plan.  Many  men 
from  mail)'  quarters  have  seen  it  and  all  admire  it. 

Respectfully, 

W.  I.  CIIAMBE REAIN,  Associate  Editor  Ohio  Farmer 

J.  E-  Shawver,  Bellefontaitie,  Ohio. 

Dear  Sir:  The  barn  which  Mr.  A.  E-  Williams  built  for 

me  in  September,  1900,  is  40x80  and  10  high.  Iliad  four  men 
helping  Mr.  Williams  and  they  commenced  on  Tuesday  and 
raised  on  Friday.  I am  more  than  pleased  with  it.  I think 
if  a cyclone  were  to  blow  it  away  it  would  not  fall  to  pieces 
All  the  objection  I can  find  is  that  I did  not  make  it  four  feet 
higher.  It  takes  everybody's  eye  that  sees  it  and  there  will 
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be  several  built  like  it.  I recommend  this  kind  of  barn  to 
any  one  that  wants  a good  barn  and  it  will  be  40  to  50  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  the  old  fashioned  and  50  per  cent,  strong- 
er and  no  big  timbers  to  handle. 

Very  respectfully  yours, 

M.  J.  HOFFMAN,  Kentucky. 

Mr.  John  Iv.  Shawver. 

Dear  Sir:-  The  large  barn (80x100)  you  built  for  us  is  very 
much  appreciated  by  the  whole  family,  and  greatly  admir- 
ed by  the  entire  neighborhood  and  the  many  visitors  who 
have  come  to  see  it. 

The  strength  of  your  frame  compared  to  the  old  square 
timber  frame  was  very  much  questioned  and  criticised  by 
some  of  the  neighbors  during  its  construction,  but  since  the 
barn  was  completed  and  they  have  seen  a very  heavy 
threshing  machine  pulled  into  it  and  run  all  day  without 
feeling  the  least  particle  of  shake  or  quiver  about  it,  they  all 
say  with  one  accord  it  is  the  most  rigid,  practical,  and  con- 
venient barn  frame  they  ever  saw. 

Very  respectfully, 

A.  R.  MORSE,  Ohio 

P S.  I send  you  a photo  of  the  frame  and  will  send  you 
one  of  the  barn  completed  later. 

To  the  Public:- 

We  engaged  Mr.  John  L,.  Shawver  to  make  out  ‘‘Bill  of 
Materials”  for  our  Dairy  Barn  which  is  80x188  with  8-foot 
basement  and  10-foot  superstructure,  and  engaged  him  to 
superintend  its  construction. 

We  ordered  the  material  as  he  billed  it  and  after  the 
barn  was  completed  we  realized  for  the  first  time  the  accur- 
acy of  the  “Bill”;  when  looking  for  some  pieces  for  some 
purpose  we  found  we  had  no  scraps  left.  We  consider  he 
saved  us  his  wages  in  this  way  alone. 

We  have  seen  other  styles  of  plank  frames  but  think  the 
Shawver  plan  a better  frame  in  every  way  and  especially  in 
leaving  your  main  floor  and  bays  absolutely  unobstructed. 

I would  not  accept  one  of  the  so-called  "open  center”  frames 
with  vertical  purlin  posts  as  a gift.  They  are  decidedly 
weak  and  yet  quite  cumbersome. 

Any  one  intending  to  build  a barn  of  any  size  will  make 
a great  mistake  if  he  does  not  fully  compare  the  Shawver 
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system  to  any  other  and  take  particular  notice  that  there 
are  no  cross  timbers  but  a clear,  open  space  from  side  to 
side  and  yet  a frame  of  the  greatest  possible  strength. 

If  we  were  building  again  we  would  not  think  of  using 
any  other  plan,  and  it  we  could  get  Mr.  Shawver  to  sup- 
erintend the  work  we  would  have  a man  who  would  earn 
his  wages  with  his  tools,  besides  saving  them  in  materials. 
In  fact,  we  are  so  well  pleased  with  our  barn  it  would  be 
difficult  to  express  our  appreciation  of  all  the  good  points. 

Respectfully, 

Kelley  Brothers,  Ohio. 

P.  S.  Will  send  you  a photograph  of  the  barn. 

Mr.  John  L,.  Shawver. 

My  Dear  Sir:-  We  are  greatly  plesaed  with  our  new 
stock  barn.  We  found  that  by  building  on  your  plan  we  not 
only  made  a great  saving  in  material  and  work,  be  we  regard 
it  as  the  strongest,  best  frame  now  in  use.  I do  not  hesitate 
to  recommend  it.  Very  truly, 

J.  AR.  DOBIR,  Ohio. 

Mr.  Shawver 

On  the  barn  built  by  you  on  my  farm  in  Wood  County, 
Ohio,  I consider  that  your  plan  saved  me  $600  in  material 
over  the  timber  frame  I first  proposed  to  erect,  beside  a de- 
cided saving  in  labor.  I at  first  had  doubts  as  to  the  strength 
of  so  large  a barn  (50x104  with  8-foot  basement)  built  after 
your  plan,  but  since  its  completion  I am  fully  satisfied  that 
it  will  stand  ever}'  requirement  made  upon  it,  and  the  barn 
with  nothing  in  the  way  from  end  to  end,  and  from  floor  to 
roof,  is  the  wonder  and  admiration  of  the  neighborhood. 

Yours  trul}', 

L,.  D.  fiANGMADE, 

Per  W.  R.  Bowman 

(P'rom  Ohio  Farmer) 

1 advise  hy  all  means  the  "plank'’  frame,  as  taking 
less  lumber,  far  less  time  in  framing  and  raising,  and  being 
really  stronger,  since  the  strength  of  the  timbers  is  not 
weakened  by  mortises  and  tenons.  My  own  barn,  40x82 
(main  part,)  with  16-foot  posts  above  basement,  was  framed 
in  854  days  by  4 carpenters  and  2 laborers;  and  raised  in 
hours  by  20  neighbors  helping  my  small  force  of  hands.  By 
all  means  employ  a competent  man  to  make  out  you  bill  of 
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timber  and  lumber  and  superintend  the  work.  I employed 
a man  who  makes  a business  of  planning  and  building 
plank  frame  barns,  and  I saved  money  by  so  doing. 

, DR.  W.  I.  CHAM  BE RIy  A IN. 


A few  of  our  Customers 

We  have  furnished  “Models  to  the  Indiana 
Agricultural  College,  New  Jersey  Agricultural  Col- 
lege, West  Virginia  Agricultural  College,  Pennsyl- 
vania Agricultural  College,  Girls’  Industral  School 
of  Alabama,  Government  School  for  the  Indians; 
Wm.  W.  Ellsworth,  of  the  Century  Magazine; 
Prof.  Comstock,  of  New  York  Agricultural  College; 
Prof.  Voorhees,of  New  Jersey  Agricultural  College; 
George  Junior  Republic;  City  Auditorium,  Sussex, 
New  Brunswick;  Hon.  Aaron  Jones,  Master  of  Na- 
tional Grange;  Murry  Boocock,  the  well-known 
Virginia  cattle  breeder;  Hon.  J.  H.  Brigham,  Assist- 
ant Secretary  of  Agricultural;  Hon.  Alpha  Messer, 
Past  Lecturer  National  Grange;  Graham  Brothers, 
the  Louisiana  merchants  and  planters;  the  Paulist 
Fathers,  Hundred  Oaks  Plantation  of  1,400  acres  in 
Tennessee;  Dr.  Charles  A.  Warner,  the  well-known 
Illinois  cattle  breeder  and  feeder;  C.  C.  Petitt,  the 
Texas  ranchman;  E.  Bliss  & Son,  Massachusetts 
dairymen;  Michigan  Hospital  for  the  insane;  J.  T. 
Manchester,  Vermont  Dairyman;  B.  D.  Staley,  Ok- 
lahoma cattle  feeder;  Prof.  G.  M.  Gowell,  of  Univer- 
sity of  Maine;  Merrick  and  Randall,  New  York  Ar- 
chitects; A.  I.  Root,  editor,  preacher,  bee  man;  L. 
J.  Sturdevant,  Connecticut  tobacco  grower;  Geo.  F. 
Baldwin,  Wisconsin  dairyman;  Percy  Giese,  Oregon 
stock  breeder. 
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We  personally  superintended  work  on  dairy 
barn,  36x100,  for  J.  Pierpont  Morgan,  the  great 
lailroad  king;  large  stock  barn,  36x164,  for  John 
Chamberlain,  the  well-known  Michigan  cattle 
breeder;  the  fine  new  barn,  44x72  with  wing  40x68, 
for  the  Michigan  Agricultural  College;  the  new 
barn,  40x100,  for  M.  J.  Huffman,  on  his  Kentucky 
blue  grass  farm;  the  new  barn,  40x80,  on  John 
Goodwine’s  2,000  acre  Illinois  stock  farm;  the  mod- 
el dairy  barn,  36x200,  on  Dr.  Thos.  Turnbull’s  Vir- 
ginia Plantation;  the  stock  barn,  40x60,  for  John  A, 
Warner,  the  Indiana  hog  and  cattle  breeder;  the 
covered  barn  yard,  56x60.  for  Malcolm  Crockett, 
the  Ohio  seed  corn  grower;  the  large  general  pur- 
pose barn,  80x100,  for  A.  R.  Morse,  one  of  Ohio’s 
model  farmers;  the  finest  dain>7  barn  in  Ohio,  36x188 
for  Kelly  Brothers,  bankers,  merchants,  and  fancy 
stock  breeders;  storage  barn,  40x60,  for  E.  H.  Cush- 
man, the  greatest  gladioli  grower  on  earth;  horse 
barn,  40x100,  for  E.  C.  Dameron,  the  millionaire 
milk  andiron  king  of  Missouri;  dairy  barn,  40x100, 
for  M.  E.  Parmalee,  one  of  the  most  extensive  dairy- 
men in  Michigan;  general  purpose  barn,  40x1 12, for 
Dr.  W.  I.  Chamberlain,  Editor  of  Ohio  Farmer; 
two  storage  barns  for  University  of  Illinois. 

We  do  not  give  the  addresses  of  our  customers 
because  it  would  lead  to  more  or  less  annoyance  to 
them. 


There  are  more  Shawver  frames  in  the 
United  States  than  all  other  plank  frames 
combined.  They  are  now  to  be  found  in 
all  the  states  and  all  the  Canadian  provinces 
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Some  people  who  want  a “curb”  roof, 
incorrectly  ask  for  a ‘hip” 
roof.  A “curb”  roof  has 
two  different  pitches  thus:  — 
while  a hip  “roof”  slopes  to 
four  sides  of  the  building. 

“Hip”  roofs  are  very  nice  on 
houses  but  not  advisable  for  barns,  A plain 
“gable”  roof,  with  one-third  or  more  pitch, 
is  cheapest,  and  by  many  preferred  for 
barns,  though  a “curb”  roof,  with  lower 
span  three-fourths  pitch,  and  uppper  span 
one-fourth  or  one  third  pitch,  makes  a very 
nice  roof. 

Comparative  strength  of  beams  of  various 
kinds  of  wood  is  shown  in  the  following: 


Georgia  yellow  pine 100 

Shelbark  hickory 9‘2 

Texas  yellow  pine 90 

Oregon  pine 88 

White  oak 85 

White  ash 88 

Norway  pine TO 

Spruce 70 

Poplar  or  white  wood 05 

Beech 65 

Sugar 05 

Red  wood  . . 60 

White  pine 60 

Chestnut 60 

Hemlock 55 
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House  Work 

Beautiful  and  attractive  country  homes 
are  a continual  feast  of  contentment  to 
those  who  inhabit  them,  and  to  the  wayfar- 
ing stranger  who  passes  by  they  afford  de- 
lightful contrasts  to  the  eye  and  suggest 
rest  and  repose  to  the  mind.  Without  any 
solicitation  on  our  part,  we  have  frequent- 
ly been  requested  to  draw  house  plans  by 
those  for  whom  we  had  done  barn  work,  or 
by  those  who  had  in  some  way  learned  that 
this  is  a part  of  our  work.  Inasmuch  as 
our  family  have  all  been  carpenters  back 
through  all  generations  of  which  we  have 
any  knowledge,  each  generation  has  inher- 
ited not  only  the  love  for  wood-working, 
but  the  skill  and  ingenuity,  and  gathered 
the  benefit  of  the  experience  of  those  who 
labored  before  in  the  same  lines..  While  we 
have  not  been  able  to  accept  nearly  all  the 
.work  that  has  been  offered  us,  we  have  en- 
deavored to  faithfully  preform  all  we  haye 
undertaken.  To  save  much  correspondence 
we  wish  here  to  make  a few  suggestions  to 
those  who  may  desire  our  services  in  this 
line. 
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Build  for  comfort  and  convenience  rather 
than  vain  show,  yet  while  planning  for  con- 
venience we  should  not  forget  to  secure 
symmetry,  which  in  itself  is  beauty. 

Do  not  build  beyond  your  means,  neither 
build  a small,  ungainly,  uncomfortable 
house,  when  you  can  well  afford  to  build 
one  more  commodious  and  thoroughly 
equipped  with  modern  conveniences. 

Have  the  rooms  of  good  size, and,  if  pos- 
sible, have  at  least  two  rooms  Connected 
with  double  doors. 

Have  a wide  stairway,  and  one  of  mod- 
erate inclination.  Steep  and  narrow  stairs, 
narrow  steps  and  high  raisers  are  not  to  be 
tolerated. 

Have  as  few  chimneys  as  possible;  have 
these  good  size,  and  let  them  penetrate  the 
roof  at  the  comb  or  center. 

Have  a good  foundation,  and  have  the 
frame  thoroughly  braced,  and  avoid  vexa- 
tion with  doors  and  windows. 

Finish  at  least  part  of  the  house  in  nat- 
ural wood.  One  never  tires  of  natural 
wood.  Southern  pine,  black  walnut,  oak 
and  ash  are  favorites,  and  never  get  out  of 
style. 

Wardrobes,  dumb-waiters,  china  closets, 
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ect.  add  some  what  to  the  cost,  but  they  can 
never  be  provided  any  cheaper  than  at  the 
time  when  the  house  is  being  constructed. 
So  if  the  purse  will  admit  of  it,  provide 
ever}'  convenience  essential  to  comfort. 

In  ordering  House  Plans  please  answer 
the  following  questions: 

Plow  much  money  do  you  care  to  invest?  . 
In  what  direction  will  the  house  front?  . . 

What  direction  is  highway? 

Driveway? 

Barn? 

Well  or  spring? 

Brick  or  frame?  

If  cellar,  how  large?  

One  or  two  stories?  . 

Height  of  first  story? 

Pleiglit  of  second  story?  

What  rooms  are  desired? 


How  heated? 

How  finished? . . 

Weat  kind  of  roofing? 

How  many  verandas  and  porches?  .... 

House  work  includes  drawings  on  scale 
kt  inch  to  12,  of  foundation  plan,  floor 
plans,  roof  plans,  front  and  side  views,  de- 
tails of  hall  and  stairway,  of  sideboards, 
china  closets,  mantels,  base,  door  and  win- 
dow finish,  bill  of  materials,  specifications, 
ect.  Charges  are  only  about  one-half  usual 
rates  and  are  as  follows: 
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MOUSE  FLANS  IN  STOCK 

We  have  a few  desirable  house  plans  which  we  keep  in 
stock  and  these  we  can  supply  at  reduced  prices  when 


ordered  without  any  changes.  If  any  changes  are  desired 
the  price  will  of  course  be  increased. 

n u M B li  R 

1/005 — Neat  cottage  of  5 rooms  and  closets..  §500 

8812 — Pretty  0 room  cottage  adopted  by'  a number.  . . 000 

SOSO — Convenient  cottage  of  0 rooms  and  closets. . . . . 700 

0708 — Good  2-story  house  of  7 rooms  and  closets  ....  800 

0101 — Plain  put  desirable  2-stsrv  house  of  S rooms.  . . 000 


0281 — Substantial  2-story  house  of  8 rooms  andclosets  §1,000 

0810 — Very  nice  2-story  house,  8 rooms,  closets 1,200 

U — An  old  favorite,  2-story,  8 rooms,  closets 1,500 

8887 — Another  good  one,  2-story.  8 rooms,  closets. ...  1,750 

9(525 — A good  one,  2-story,  9 rooms,  closets 2,000 


9819 — Very' neat,  2-story,  9 rooms,  closets §2,200 

7 — Another  favorite.  2-story,  10  rooms,  closets.  . . . 2,500 

8805 — Hard  to  beat  for  the  money,  9 rooms,  closets. . . 2,750 

9810 — Neat  and  attractive,  2-story,  9 rooms,  closets.  . . 2,800 

9520 — Attractive,  2-story',  11  rooms,  closets 8,000 


88(58 — One  of  the  best,  2 story',  12  rooms,  closets §3,500 

9081 — Neat  Michigan  home,  15  rooms,  closets 8,750 

9(532 — Ohio  homestead.  18  rooms,  closets 1,000 


9970 — Neat,  cozy,  attractive,  12  rooms § (5,000 

10007 — Unsurpassed  home  for  city  or  country' 10,000 


PRICES  OK  FIRST  GROUP 

Foundation  plan,  §1.  First  floor,  §2.  Second  floor,  §2. 
Front  elevation,  §8.  Side  Elevation,  §8.  Bill  of  materials, 
§2.  Any  part  at  price  named  or  all  neatly'  printed  and 
bound  in  folio  for  §10. 

SECOND  GROUP 

Foundation,  §2.  First  floor,  §3.  Second  floor,  §8.  Attic, 
§2.  Front  elevation,  §3.  Side,  $8.  Bill,  §8.  All,  §15. 

THIRD  GROUP 

Foundation,  §2.  First  floor,  §3.  Second  floor.  §3.  Attic, 
§2.  Front,  §3.  Side,  §3.  Outside  details,  §5.  Inside  details, 
§5.  Bill,  §8.  All,  §20. 

Fourth  group 

Parts  not  sold  separate.  Full  set,  §25. 

fifth  group 

Parts  not  sold  separate.  Full  set,  §50. 

LIBERAL  OFFER 

On  receipt  of  $5  we  will  send  first  floor  plan  of  any  three 
of  above  mentioned  sets,  giving  the  party'  chance  to  make  a 
choice,  and  on  return  of  the  plans  in  good  condition  will  al- 
low $1  to  credit  on  the  set  ordered,  retaining  only  $1  tO  pay 
for  cost  of  packing  and  postage.  Remember  we  own  ov  r 
own  blue  printing  outfit  or  we  could  not  make  this  liberal 
offer. 


^d/*cA 


A Delightful  Country  Residence 


FIRST  FLOOR/  PLAN 


SECOND  FLOOR  PLAN 
34 


A Moiel  Country  Home 


FIRST  FLOOR  PLAN 


SECOND  FLOOR  PLAN 
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ALFRED  L.  WILLIAMS 


(From  The  Rural  New  Yorker.) 

We  have  built  a barn,  93x108,  in  place  of  one 
destroyed  by  fire.  We  secured  a model  with  im- 
plicit directions  from  Mr.  Shawver.  The  contract- 
or assured  me  that  he  saved  at  least  45  per  cent,  on 
the  cost  of  a mortise  and  tenon  frame  of  the  same 
size,  and  that  with  this  experience  he  can  hereafter 
save  fully  50  per  cent.  It  is  the  strongest  frame  of 
its  size  I ever  saw;  very  much  stronger  than  any 
square  timber  frame  of  the  same  size.  My  opinion 
of  the  plank  frame  is  so  favorable  that  I shall  use  it 
exclusively  in  any  building  in  which  I may  hereaf- 
ter be  interested. 

JOHN  A.  WOODARD,  Pennsylvania. 

(We  have  other  men  whose  pictures  should  appear  in  this 
book. hut  they  were  to  busy  to  set  for  a photograph.) 


